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Synopsis

Essentials of Correctional Nursing is the first new and comprehensive text about this growing field to
be published in the last decade. Fortunately, the editors have done a great job in all respects...This
book should be required reading for all medical practitioners and administrators working in jails or
prisons. It certainly belongs on the shelf of every nurse, physician, ancillary healthcare professional
and corrections administrator."--Corhealth (The Newsletter of the American Correctional Health
Services Association) | highly recommend Essentials of Correctional Nursing, by Lorry Schoenly,
PhD, RN, CCHP-RN and Catherine M. Knox, MN, RN, CCHP-RN, editors. This long-awaited book,
dedicated to the professional specialty of correctional nursing, is not just a "good read," it is one of
"those books" that stays on your desk and may never make it to the bookshelf."--American Jails
Correctional nursing has minimal published texts to support, educate, and provide ongoing best
practices in this specialty. Schoenly and Knox have successfully met those needs with Essentials of
Correctional Nursing."--Journal of Correctional Health Care Nurses have been described as the
backbone of correctional health care. Yet the complex challenges of caring for this disenfranchised
population are many. Ethical dilemmas around issues of patient privacy and self-determination
abound, and the ability to adhere to the central tenet of nursing, the concept of caring, is often
compromised. Essentials of Correctional Nursing supports correctional nurses by providing a
comprehensive body of current, evidence-based knowledge about the best practices to deliver
optimal nursing care to this population. It describes how nurses can apply their knowledge and skills
to assess the full range of health conditions presented by incarcerated individuals and determine
the urgency and priority of requisite care. The book describes the unique health needs and
corresponding care for juveniles, women, and individuals at the end of life. Chapters are devoted to
nursing care for patients with chronic disease, infectious disease, mental illness, or pain, or who are
in withdrawal from drugs or alcohol. Chapters addressing health screening, medical emergencies,
sick call, and dental care describe how nurses identify, respond to, and manage these health care
concerns in the correctional setting. The Essentials of Correctional Nursing was written and
reviewed by experienced correctional nurses with thousands of hours of experience. American
Nurses Association standards are woven throughout the text, which provide the information needed
by nurses studying for certification exams in correctional nursing. The text will also be of value to
nurses working in such settings as emergency departments, specialty clinics, hospitals, psychiatric
treatment units, community health clinics, substance abuse treatment programs, and long-term care
settings, where they may encounter patients who are currently or have previously been

incarcerated. Key Features: Addresses legal and ethical issues surrounding correctional nursing



Covers common inmate-patient health care concerns and diseases Discusses the unique health
needs of juveniles, women, and individuals at the end of life Describes how nurses can safely
navigate the correctional environment to create a therapeutic alliance with patients Provides
information about health screening, medical emergencies, sick call, and dental care Serves as a

core resource in the preparation for correctional nursing certification exams
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Customer Reviews

"Nurses have been described as the backbone of correctional health care. Yet the complex
challenges of caring for this disenfranchised population are many. Ethical dilemmas around issues
of patient privacy and self-determination abound, and the ability to adhere to the central tenet of
nursing, the concept of caring, is often compromised. "Essentials of Correctional Nursing" supports
correctional nurses by providing a comprehensive body of current, evidence-based knowledge
about the best practices to deliver optimal nursing care to this population. It describes how nurses
can apply their knowledge and skills to assess the full range of health conditions presented by
incarcerated individuals and determine the urgency and priority of requisite care. The book
describes the unique health needs and corresponding care for juveniles, women, and individuals at
the end of life. Chapters are devoted to nursing care for patients with chronic disease, infectious
disease, mental illness, or pain, or who are in withdrawal from drugs or alcohol. Chapters
addressing health screening, medical emergencies, sick call, and dental care describe how nurses

identify, respond to, and manage these health care concerns in the correctional setting. "The



Essentials of Correctional Nursing" was written and reviewed by experienced correctional nurses
with thousands of hours of experience. American Nurses Association standards are woven
throughout the text, which provide the information needed by nurses studying for certification exams
in correctional nursing. The text will also be of value to nurses working in such settings as
emergency departments, specialty clinics, hospitals, psychiatric treatment units, community health
clinics, substance abuse treatment programs, and long-term care settings, where they may
encounter patients who are currently or have previously been incarcerated. Key Features:
Addresses legal and ethical issues surrounding correctional nursing Covers common inmate-patient
health care concerns and diseases Discusses the unique health needs of juveniles, women, and
individuals at the end of life Describes how nurses can safely navigate the correctional environment
to create a therapeutic alliance with patients Provides information about health screening, medical
emergencies, sick call, and dental care Serves as a core resource in the preparation for correctional

nursing certification exams "

Lorry Schoenly, PhD, CCHP-RN, has over 25 years of experience in nursing and health care
education and management, with current specialization in corrections. She was a leading member
of the taskforce that launched the new CCHP-RN certification, the primary nursing specialty
certification for correctional nurses, and frequent contributing writer to the National Commission on
Correctional Health Care (NCCHC). Her blog (CorrectionalNurse.net) represents the current state of
correctional nursing. Previous experience in correctional nursing includes Clinical Education
Manager, Correctional Medical Servcies (CMS), now Corizon, a company provideing ambulatory,
chronic and emergency health care to 250,000 individuals incarcerated in 280 jails and prisons in 24
states, and Director, Staff Development CMS, NJ Region, with responsibility for creating and
implementing in-service and continuing education for physicians, nurses, dentists and acilliary
healthcare staff for a 14-unit state prison system. Currently, she is a visiting professor at
Chamberlain School of Nursing while managing a private consulting business in correctional health
care risk management and professional development. She has published 14 peer reviewed articles
and several chapters in nursing books. ||Catherine M. Knox, RN, MN, CCHP-RN, has over 2
decades of experience in correctional health care. She is an independent consultant with nursing
and leadership experience in the Oregon Department of Corrections and as statewide Director of
Nursing for the Washington Department of Corrections, and Assistant Statewide Chief Nurse
Executive for the California Prison Health Care Services. Catherine has a master’s degree in

psychiatric mental health nursing and has both administrative and clinical experience in this field.



She is a recipient of the "Distinguished Service Award" from the American Correctional Health
Services Association (ACHSA) and the "Bernard Harrison Award of Merit" from the NCCHC. She

has published several articles in peer reviewed journals and presents frequently in the US.

This was a great book and clarifies this unique practice setting. For the rest of us (nurses) who do
not work in Corrections, it can be a daunting setting. Ms. Schoenly clearly illustrates patients are
patients wherever they are housed and standards are standards regardless of setting. In my work
as a Legal Nurse Consultant, | have found her text to be clear, concise and very educational.
Correctional Nursing take a special nurse. Thank you for the opportunity to learn from your book. |

appreciate it and so do the attorneys | work for.

| bought this prior to my interview. It is interesting, easy to read, and | learned a lot. I'm hoping it will
be the first step in becoming a great correctional nurse. It certainly helped me gain confidence for

the interview!

| have an interview next week at a correctional facility. This book was informative, well written, and
enlightening. | learned so much and can walk into my interview next week fully equipped with a

thorough understanding of what the job of a correctional nurse actually entails.

This is a very good reference material for every correctional RN. It is comprehensive, thorough and

detailed. It is also priced lower than when bought from other sources.

New to correctional nursing and this book has help build a foundation to grow from. | especially like

website suggestions. Love this book and recommend it to all nurses just entering this speciality.
An absolutely necessary read for those embarking on a career in Correctional Nursing

it is a necessary reference book for my work environment within Forensic Health Services in
Tasmania, Australia. | will utilise it alongside the Scope and standards of practice fir correctional

nursing

Every Correctional Nurse needs to buy this.
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